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AUSTRIAN INFORMATION wishes to announce that it 
will move its editorial offices on or about Octo- 
ber 15. After that date, correspondence and re- 
quests for information should be addressed to: 
Dr, ilartin Fuchs, Chief, Information Department, 
Austrian Consulate General, 509 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 17, N. Y. 

Readers are invited to send in the names of 
others who would be interested in receiving 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION, We will be pleased to send 
copies to individuals, business concerns, schools, 
organizations and institutions anywhere in the 
Western Hemisphere, 

Please notify us promptly of any change of 
address, We have been highly gratified by your 
response to AUSTHKIAN INFORMATION, and we continue 
to welcome your inoauiries, comments and sug- 
gestions. 














DR. GRUBER DEFINES AUSTRIAN FOREIGN POLICY, Speaking in the Upper 
Austrian town of Wels on September 25 on Austria's present position 
in the international crisis, Foreign iiinister Karl Gruber stated that 
Austria's foreign policy is governed by the principle of noninter- 
ference in the affairs of other countries, and by strict adherence to 
international agreements, In the present international situation, 
Dr. Gruber said, Austria can only attempt to link the economic needs 
and the cultural views of the Eastern and Western World. tlt cannot, 
however, without undermining its own existence, try to reconcile 
democracy and dictatorship. The orientation of Austria's foreign 
policy will continue to be clear, and we will not compromise on prin- 
ciples, We firmly re-assert our right to organize our country ac- 
cording to our own concepts, Our respect for the Soviet Union as a 
great Power cannot and will not involve respect for, or concessions 
to, the propaganda aims of the Communist Party. We will continue to 
be alert and will not be deceived by tactics designed to lull us into 
a false sense of security, 





DR. ZIMMERMANN'S SUMJARY OF AUSTRIA'S ECONOMIC OUTLOOK, The economic 
and financial progress achieved by Austria since 1945 and especially 
since the monetary reform of December 1947 were outlined by Dr. Georg 
Zimmermann, Austrian Minister of Finance, to representatives of the 
American press at a special reception given by Dr. Iudwig hleinwaech- 
ter, Austrian Minister in Washington, Concluding his remarks on 
Austria's economic problems Dr, Zimmermann said: "Essentially, the 
factors that have thus far hampered the re-establishment of an econom- 
ic balance in Austria are: Political uncertainty, shortage of capital, 
and bad harvests, This year, weather conditions have brought us a 
much better harvest and we hope, thanks also to the ERP's aid to 
agriculture, that we may soon be more self-sufficient in providing 

our own foodstuffs, This is all the more necessary because the re- 
activation of our consumer goods industries requires increased imports 
of raw materials, and the development of our various industries which 
supply the means of production is predicated on the importation of the 
most diverse capital goods. In both instances we are dependent on the 
means which the United States, within ERP, has so magnanimously 
allotted to Austria, For these means to accomplish the desired ob- 
jective, it is also necessary that Austria herself do everything in 
her power to create the requisites for a sound economy, Among these 
prerequisites are a balanced budget and a sound currency. The dynamic 
development of prices makes the former very difficult. It has been 
possible so far, however, for Austria to cover normal public expend- 
itures from taxes, so that only the occupation costs and the cost of 
capital investments by the state had to be financed by credits. We 
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are aware that even in these methods of financing there are inherent 
dangers to the currency and we hope that in this, too, ERP may aid us 
by authorizing efficient utilization of the Schilling counterparts, 

For Austria, ERP, as did UNRRA and Congressional aid before it, 
means the assurance of food for our people and in turn their ability 
to work, As it becomes possible more and more to use the means pro- 
vided by ERP for the procurement of raw materials and machine equipment 
for our industrial plants, so badly battered by the effects of the war 
and the war's aftermath - in the same degree will it become increasing- 
ly possible by the proceeds from our increased exports to provide the 
means —— our imports, and thus the goal set by ERP will be 
attained, 


DRe R1IZZi'S STATEMENT ON PROBLEMS OF AUSTRIAN RECONSTRUCTION, Address- 
Ing the Annual Meeting of the Foard of Governors of the World Bank and 
the Monetary Fund at its closing session held in Washington on October 
1, Dr. Hans Rizzi, President of the Austrian National Bank, reviewed 
some of the difficulties which Austria still has to face in her con- 
stant efforts towards economic reconstruction. "It was with sincere 
satisfaction, Dr, Kizzi said, that Austria has taken note of the de- 
cision of the member states to accept her application for membership 

in the two institutions established at Bretton Woods, 

Although we appreciate our admission, we realize that the still 
unsettled political and economic problems in our country will hardly 
permit us at this tinie to make extensive use of the assistance pro- 
vided by both financial institutions. - 

The obstacles cncountered in the reconstruction of Austria's 
economy are still immense, Yet, we have learned by experience that to 
keep one's arms crossed in the face of difficulties is the worst thing 
one could do. Had we not, in December 1947, despite unusually adverse 
political conditions, carried out measures of currency stabilization 
-- far-reaching both in their consequences and in the sacrifices in- 
posed upon the Austrian population - our economy would have fallen 
victim to a runaway inflation already casting its dark shadows across 
our country. Equally, we must strive with all our energy for the re- 
construction of our industrial plants badly battered by the war and 
the aftermath of war, even though the legal status of a certain part 
of our industry is still unsettled, 

The favorable developments following our currency reform last 
December demonstrated clearly that Austria not only possesses the 
will, but also the energy to rebuild her economy, ‘The unanimity with 
which industrial management, labor and agriculture are striving for 
the same goal, namely economic recovery, is worthy of recognition, 

In our efforts we need economic assistance as well as moral 
support from the world and it is only natural that we should turn to 
these organizations which have been established for the purpose of 
furthering international cooperation, say 1, therefore, address my- 
self to the leadership of both the International Bank and the Ionetary 
Fund to enlist their support in our endeavors for the reconstruction 
of Austria's economy, 








AUSTRIAN FINANCE MINISTER IN WASHINGTON, During the last week of 
September Dr, ueorg zimiermann, Austrian ilinister of Finance, accom- 
panied by Dr, Hans Rizzi and Dr, Franz Stoeger-Marenpach, President 
and Director of the National Bank of Austria, attended the Annual 
Meeting of the Board of Governors of the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development and of the International Monetary Fund 
in Washington, 

On this occasion Dr, Zimmormann, accompaiied by the Austrian 
Minister to the United States, Dr, Ludwig hleinwaechter, paid a visit 
to iir, John W, Snyder, Secretary of the treasury, in the course of 
which a number of pending problems were discussed, 

On Tuesday, September 28, the members of the Austrian DeJegation 
were introduced by Dr, Kleinwaechter to Mr, Paul G, Hoffman, The ECA 
administrator was informed by Dr, Zimmermann of a plan of the Austrian 
Government concerning the partial release for investment purposes of 
the blocked Schilling funds accumulated from the sale of ERP goods 
in Austria, 

On Friday, October 1, an exchange of views and information took 
place with Mr, Charles E, Saltzman, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Occupied Areas, and other leading officials of the Department of State, 
In these conversations a number of economic questions were discussed, 
such as the heavy burden of occupation costs and the problem of the 
600,000 Displaced Persons still living on Austrian territory. During 
his visits to the Department of State and ECA br, Zimmermann once 
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again expressed the gratitude of the Austrian people for the generous 
help extended to his country by the United tates, 

At a reception given by the Austrian Minister in Washington, 
Dr. 4immermann and the other members of the Austrian Delegation met 
with other leading American personalities and with representatives 
of international finance and business, . 


ECA ALLOCATIONS FOR AUSTRIA. For the period from April until the end 
of September, 1948, Austria has received allotments of $139,000,000 
in ECA funds, Up to the 15th of September, authorizations to the 
amount of $106,688,997 have been issued for various commodities. 

Apart from grain and fats, which were bought primarily in the 
United States, purchases of the following items, among others, were 
also authorized: 4000 tons of U.S. cotton; 500 tons of wool; coal 
from European sources; several thousand tons of raw metals, including 
copper, nickel, zinc and tin; semi-finished metals, eeg., brass, 
bronze sheets, bronze wire, copper wire and tinplate; larger quantities 
of chemicals (about $3 million in value); various types of machinery, 
such as coal mining equipment; non-ferrous metal rolling mill equip- 
ment and accessories; rock drilling equipment for exploration of 
mining and oil properties; and tractors for the Austrian lumber 
industry. 

Of the remaining allotments, several million dollars are reserved 
for equipment for the Austrian steel industry and the development of 
Austrian hydro-electric power production, Further investments for 
the development of the main Austrian industries in the future are 
under consideration, . 

On September 10th, new tentative allotments of $85 million were 
granted to Austria by ECA. This amount will cover the allotments 
for the 4th quarter of 1948 and a part of the allotments for the 
first and second quarter of 1949, An Austrian program for these 
allotments is being submitted to the ECA, and authorizations are to 
be expected by the middle of October, 





CHANGE IN ECA SHIPMENT POLICY, After Oct. 1, ECA food shipments to 
Austria will be celivered to Austrian officials at the border, 
Austrian authorities will then be able to route shipments directly 

to recipient communities, relieving a severe shortage of storage 

space caused by the former system of centralized cistribution, Ameri- 
can occupation forces will turn over to the Austrian authorities 80 
storage places, including one at Lambach containing 5500 tons of 

food and other products and another at Ranshofen with 29 O00 tons of 
wheat, 





U.S. FORCES TRANSFERRING CONTROL TO AUSTRIAN AUTHORITIES. Effective 
Sept. ll, traffic control points on the line of demarcation between 
the American and Soviet zones along the Danube in Upper Austria, 
previously manned by U.S. troops, came under the supervision of the 
Austrian police. Other control points along the River Enns and on 
the boundary between Upper and Lower Austria will pass into the hands 
of Austrian authorities, Principal highways, railroad bridges across 
the Enns, and bridges across the Danube at Linz will not be affected 
by the new transfer of control. 





BRITISH RELEASE HOUSING ACCOMMODATIONS. During September British 
occupation forces in Carinthia returned a number of hotels and private 
dwellings to civilian use, This move is expected to improve the 


housing situation and to provide additional accommodations for 
tourists, 





PROTEST AGAINST OCCUPATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY. The Catholic publica- 
tion, St. Joseph's Magazine, complains that a number of buildings be- 
longing to the Church and talen over by occupation forces still have 
not been returned, The paper is especially concerned about the con- 
tinued occupation of school buildings, such as the famous Jesuit 
school at Kalksburg near Vienna, and states that educational institu- 
tions at least should be restored to their original function, 
American troops are still using the Salzburg Cloister on the Kapuzi- 
nerberg, first seized by the Nazis in 1939, While a large number of 
divinity students were formerly housed at the Cloister, only 12 
students now have quarters there, 





RUSSIANS INSIST ON CONCENTRATION CAMPS IN AUSTRIA. The Russian rep- 
resentative at the meeting of the Allied Control Council on September 
10 criticized the failure of the Austrian government to establish 
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concentration camps in Western Austria for Nazis and war criminals, 
The Denazification Law of 1947 requires that Nazis who endanger the 
security of democratic forns of govevnment be placed in detention 
camps, In answer to a note from the Allied Council to the effect that 
all provisions oi the law should be enforced to the letter, Chancellor 
Figl replied that the Austrian government was taking adequate steps 

to protect itself from threats of Nazism, and submitted documents to 
show that Nazis were being prosecuted as rapidly as possible, The 
Soviet authorities are dissatisfied with Chancellor Figl's reply, 

and pretend that the Austrians are neglecting their obligations by 

not setting up concentration camps, 


SOVIET CRITICISM OF AUSTRIAN EDUCATION, At the September 10 meeting 
of the Allied Council the Soviet delegate attacked education in Aus- 
trian high schools and colleges, claiming that the children of weal- 
thy parents receive preferential t*catment., The Soviet representative 
further criticized the autonomy exercised by the Austrian states in 
drawing up school curricula, and opposed obligatory courses in con- 
temporary foreign languages, ‘The Western delegates rejected the 
Soviet charges, the American High Commander stating: "In my opinion, 
it has been the established tradition and right of the Austrian Laen- 
der to direct their school curricula independently, along the policies 
laid down by the Federal Ministry of Education, This policy is in 
absolute accord with democratic principles." The Soviet representa- 
tive finally stated that he would take steps within the Russian Zone 
to correct what he termed "anti-democratic tendencies", 





RUSSIANS CONFISCATE VOLKSPARTEL POSTERS, Austrian People's Party 
posters bearing portraits of Johann Strauss and Franz Schubert have 
been confiscated by the Russian Comnander of the Second Precinct in 
Vienna, on the grounds that the posters constituted an offense to the 
Marshall of the Soviet Union, the Sovict ilinister of loreign Affairs 
and the Russian people, This allegation apparently stems from the 
Russian commander's conviction that the portrait of Strauss is a 
caricature of Marshall Stalin, and that of Schubert a caricature of 
Foreign wlinister Molotov, 





RESUMPTION OF DANUBE TRAFIC PLANNED, Discussions were held in the 
meeting Of the Austrian Cabinet on Sept, 14 aiming at a revival of 
transportation on the Lanube, Foreign Minister Gruber moved that the 
government approach Soviet Colonel-General Kurassov with a proposal 
that would make possible shipping as far as the Hungarian border, 
Austria seeks an intensification of trade with Hungary involving an 
annual exchange of $10 million worth of goods and services, 





ANNIVERSARY OF AUSTRIAN SHIPPING IIiNw, The Austrian Danube Shipping 
Company Donaudampfschiffahrtsgesellschaft (DDSG), which was acquired 
by the Germans through confiscation and forced sale in 1958 and is 

now being held by Soviet authorities as German property, will be 

120 years old next year, Ly 1914 the DDSG had become the largest 
inland shippin; enterprise in the world, At that time it owned 142 
self-propelled vessels and more than S00 barges with a loading capa- 
city of 470,000 tons. Following the first World War, when the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy was dissolved, the original DDSG was split up among 
several countries, Thereafter, Austria continued to play a leading 
role in Danube transportation, In 1938 the DDSG operated 1766 kilo- 
meters of passenger routes and 5484 km of freight routes, It owned 
65 steamers and a barge fleet of 400 vessels with a total carrying 
capacity of 250 000 tons, In addition to its fleet, the DDSG owned 
coal mines, railroads, warehouses and power plants, It maintained 90 
floating docks, several floating workshops, and 14 floating installa- 
tions equipped with machinery for loading and unloading. The DDSG 
had its own offices, storehouses and terminals at all major points 
along the river, I1t owned two shipyards, one near Budapest and the 
other near Vienna, employing more than 3000 workers, It also owned 
the only swimming dock on the entire Danube, The DDSG's anthracite 
mines at Pecs, Hungary, were the largest producers of hard coal in 
that country, with an annual output of 1.25 million tons, The DDSG 
also operated a factory producing 500 tons of pressed coal briquettes 
daily, In 1938, 26% of the DDSG's stock was owned by the Austrian 
government, Another 24% was held by two Austrian banks, the Credit- 
anstalt and the Bankverein, A group of Italian financiers owned 46% 
of the company's stock, The Nazis seized the stocks owned by the 
Austrian government, and forced the Austrian banks to sell their share 
at a price decided by the Germans, Then pressure was applied to the 
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Italian government, resulting in the sale of that part of the DDSG 
owned by Italian interests to the Germans. Russian insistence, in 
the face of the obvious facts of the case, that the DDSG is to be 
treated as German property, explains in part why negotiations at the 
recent Danube Conference did not proceed with less friction, 


NEGOTIATIONS WITH ITALY FOR REVISION OF TRADE AGREEMENTS, Dr, Gruber 
reported in the Sept. 14 Cabinet meeting that negotiations are in 
progress with Italy for revision of existing commercial and financial 
agreements, In this connection, it has been stated that Austria, al- 
though participating in the brussels Conference for discussion of a 
European Tariff Union, is not at present engaged in negotiations for 
a customs union with any individual country. 





PAY INCREASES GRANTED, An announcement of a 6% increase in wages, 
salarles and pensions followed conferences on September 15 and 16 
between Chancellor Leopold Figl and representatives of business and 
labor groups. The 6% rise will affect recipients of wages and salarics 
in both private and public employment, persons receiving retirement 
pensions and those receiving old age insurance benefits. Coincident 
with the pay increase, it was announced that the government would dis- 
continue price supports for milk and milk products, meats and fats, 
VYhe latest reduction in the price of bread was also rescinded, 

Over and above the 64 increase, all employees will receive a tax- 
free bonus of either 54 schillings a month or 7,85 schillings per 
week, These ainounts are designed to compensate for possible increases 
in the price of consumer goods, Employees will receive an additional 
25 schillings per month for each dependent child. The increase will 
take effect on October 1 for persons paid on a monthly basis, and 
during the week of October 5-9 for workers receiving weekly wages, 

Comaunists, who have been seeking a general 25% increase, pro- 
tested the new arrangement, while leaders of the two major political 
parties and of the Trade Unions Federation hailed it as an important 
step towards increased production and economic stabilization, 





WORKERS FRUSTRATIC COMMUNIST STRIKE ATTEMPTS, Communist elements at- 
tempted on September 15 to call strikes in a number of steel plants 
and factories of the soap and fats industry. Strike plans were al- 
most completely unsuccessful, due to indifference on the part of most 
workers to Communist appeals, Few workers attended the strike rallies, 
and although minor walkouts actually took place, there was no serious 
interruption to production, 








CURRENCY CIRCULATION, The Austrian National Bank has announced that 
on September 15 bank notes in circulation amounted to 4888 million 
schillings, a decrease of 30 miliion schillings from September 7, 
when circulation totalled 4918 million, The National Bank has in its 
vaults gold coins and bullion worth 48 million schillings, foreign 
currency to the value of 88 willion schillings, and coins other than 
gold worth 5 million schillings. 





CATTLE Il TYROL. The number of cattle in the Tyrol now stands at 84% 
of the pre-war figure. The present nunter of cattle is 78 791, out 
of a total of 162 894 farm animals in this area, Cattle farming is 
made difficult by feed shortages, and the fact that present herds are 
being used largely for breeding purposes in an effort to replenish 
the cattle population indicates that short supplies of milk and beef 
will continue for several years. 





COAL PRODUCTION, During August 235 000 tons of coal were mined in 
Austria, a decline from July's 297 000 tons, The drop was attributed 
to the fact that many miners take the vacations to which Austrian 
social legislation entitles them in August. Coal production, however, 
is substantially greater than before the war, During the first eight 
months of this year, production exceeded that for the same period in 
1937 by 114 000 tons, and was up 337 000 tons over the first eight 
months of 1947. Increased output is achieved mainly by an increase 

in manpower, Average production per man per shift is now only 0.8 
tons, compared to 1.17 tons in 1957. lowered efficiency is partly due 
to the lack or deterioration of mechanical devices, and partly to 
dietary deficiencies among the miners, 





BALL BEARING PRODUCTION, The ball bearing works at Steyr produced 

1 119 369 pieces during the first half of this year, greater than 
totel production during 1947. Most ball bearings are destined for ex- 
port. 
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INCREASE IN SHOE PRODUCTION, The Scmperit Rubber Works has increased 
production of footwear to 50 000 pairs monthly. The Semperit Works 
have been making rubber boots, overshoes and industrial boots, and 
recently began manufacture of womeii's and children's shoes and sandals, 





GRAPHITE PRODUCTION, There has been an increase of raw graphite pro- 
duction from 550 tons in May to 1000 tons per month during June and 
July, largely as a result of the resumption of shipments to Austria's 
traditional German markets, A new agreement calls for the shipment 
of up to 2000 tons of graphite to Bizonia, 





POWDER METALLURGY WORKS IN TYROL. The Plansee Metal Works in Reutte, 
Tyrol, under the direction of Dr, R,. hieffer, a pioneer in the field 
of powder metallurgy, are now manufacturing powdered metal products 
made of molybdenun and tungsten alloyed with nickel, copper and silver, 
A branch of the Plansee Works was recently opened in Sill, near Inns- 
bruck, The company, which employs 700 workers, produces a larger pro- 
portion of its goods for domestic consumption than it did before the 


war: 40%-50% of output is currently being exported, compared to 80%- 
90% in 1938, 





MAGNESITE FOR RUHR STEEL WORKS, The Joint Export-Import Agency in 
Germany has approved the purchase of between 12 600 and 14 OOO tons 
of magnesite for use in steel production in the Ruhr. Most of the 
magnesite will be imported from Austria, 





EXPORT OF MACHINE PRODUCTS, Despite a continuing shortage of steel 
from its rolling mills, Austria is steadily expanding shipments abroad 
of machine products. Exports of machine and steel products valued at 
25 million schillings are planned for the final quarter of 1948, Farm 
machinery is being exported to western Germany for the first time: 
before the war such equipment was l:uported from Germany. Locomotive 
parts are being sent to roland, the Netherlands and southeastern 
Europe. Valves are being shipped to France, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Denmark and “ugoslavia. Hoiler installations 
valued at 6 million schillings have been shipped to Poland. Bizonia 
is to receive 1000 railroad cars and machinery for the manufacture of 
cigarette papers, Leavy woodworking machinery has been sent to Yugo- 
Slavia, Pumps are being exported to Wvexico, Iran, Uruguay and the 
British Colonies. Heavy derricks for Sweden are being manufactured. 
Bulgaria and Yurkey are customers for high pressure pipes, Pipes and 
valves worth 10 million schillings will be exported during the next 
quarter, , 





EXPORTS OF AUSTRIAN PAPER INDUSTRY PRODUCTS. An agreement has been 
reached with Hungary whereby Austria will supply cellulose, pulp and 
paper valued at $160 000 to the Hungarian paver industry in exchange 
for bituminous coal to be used for home heating. A second agreement 
for the exchange of 4200 000 worth of paper for hungarian fruits and 
vegetables is expected to be concluded soon, Negotiations are under 
way for a third exchange with Hungary involving $1.5 million worth 
of paper, to be repaid with chemicals and quality foodstuffs. 

Through the agency of the Hanf-, Jute- und Textilindustrie AG, 
Austria has agreed to sell 1600 tons of newsprint to India for approxi- 
mately 72 O00 Pounds Sterling. ‘he returns from this sale will be 
used to purchase raw jute from India, The jute will then be processed 
in Austria and re-exported in part, 

Negotiations for paper purchases by Italy have been slowed down 
by a decline in paper prices in that country. Newsprint has declined 
in price by 35%, while coated paper stock has dropped off by 45%. 
Arrangements originally provided that 5000 Italian lumberjacks would 
come to Austria and cut 1.25 million cubic meters of lumber in Austrian 
forests, Sixty-five lumberjacks had arrived when the Italian govern- 
ment stopped imports of cellulose, causing the program to collapse. 
There is still hope that the project may be revived in the future, 

The Austrian paper industry is also exporting spun paper, used 
in string and to make woven bags in which to transport potatoes and 
graing 





VIENNA FALL FAIR. Over 500 000 visitors attended the Vienna Fall Fair 
which closed in mid-September, Some 50 000 visitors came from other 
sections of Austria, and another 3000 from abroad, mostly from Switzer- 
land and Italy. The Fair demonstrated that most raw materials and 
finished goods are again available in Austria, and many orders were 
placed for products on display. Immediate delivery was assured on 
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most consumer and luxury goods, while technical equipment is subject 

to a brief delay. Domestic purchasers were largely interested in toys, 
furniture, clothing and jewelry. lbuyers from abroad were primarily 

in the market for macnine products, furs and toys, There was a heavy 
jemand for top quality technical goods, 





AIR LINK FOR VIENNA. Austria will once again have a direct air link 
vith Kastern Europe when Vienna becomes a scheduled stop on Scandi- 
navian Air Line flights to Teheran in 1949, Unfortunately, Scandinae 
vian Air Lines will not be able to provide service for all Austrians 
desirous of air transportation, inasmuch as schillings are not ac- 
ceptable in payment of fares, Scandinavian will provide a special 
service for those Austrians fortunate enough to have foreign friends 
or business connections willing to supply money for their air passage. 


MONUMSNTS ERECTED TO MURDERED JEWS. A monument has been dedicated in 
Bisenerz, Styria, to the memory or a large number of iiungarian Jews 
who were murdered in the spring of 1945 while being transported from 
Hungary to the Mauthausen concentration camp, Another monument has 


peen dedicated on the Prebichl Road to 180 Jews who were murdered 
nearby. 





AUSTRIAN METAL WORKERS INVITED TO U.S. Five young members of the 
Austrian Trade Union Council have been invited to serve a l-year 
apprenticeship in the U,S. as guests of the +nt_rnational Association 
of Machinists, The five metal workers are the first Austrian workers 
to come to America under a program sponsored by the American Federation 
of Labor and the American Friends Service Comuittee whereby an in- 
creasing number of Austrians will be offered training and experience 

in American industry. 





AUSTRIAN LIBRARIAN VISITS U.S. The Library of Congress has invited 
Dr. Josef Stummvoll, Assistant Director of the Austrian National 
Library, to make a two months! study of American libraries, Dr, 
Stummvoll's report on American library buildings, equipment, organi- 
zation and prectices will serve as a guide in the projected reorga- 
nization and centralization of Vienna libraries, 





AMERICAN BOOKS GIVEN TO AUSTRIAN SCHOOLS. The Department of the Army 
has provided a fund of %50 OOO which wili be used to purchase 10 OOO 
technical and scientific books published in the U.S, during the past 
decade, The first 600 volumes have already been received and distrib- 
uted, The books, selected by the Austrian Ministry of Education in 
collaboration with American experts, will be placed in the libraries 
of Austrian schools and colleges. 





CHINESE STUDENTS IN VTENUA. Yor the first time since the beginning 

of the war, students from Cnina are studying at the University of 
Vienna, There are at present 35 Chincse students in attendance at 

the University. At one time, a great many students came from China 

to take courses at the various schools of higher learning in Austria, 
and a number of Chinese attended the Vienna school for police officers. 
The extent of Austrian training for police officials is reflected in 
the fact that most Chinese police officers speak German, The Shanghai 
Police Commissioner, named Yui, has even gone so far as to adopt the 
name Schober-Yui, in honor of the former head of the Vienna Police 

Dre Schober, 





VIENNA BOYS CHOIR TO VISIT U.S. The Vienna Boys Choir, Wiener Saen- 
gerknaben, will leave for Paris on Octover 10, and from there will 
come to America for a six-month tour, While in America the choir 
will give performances of Mozart's Bastien and Eastienne, Offenbach's 
Monsieur et Madame Denise, and other well-known works. 





RECONSTRUCTION OF STAATSOPER BULLDING., The rebuilding of the home of 
the Vienna State Opera is proceeding slowly. During September a 
?5-meter span of copper-covered concrete was placed over the top of 
the building. New technical rooms and administrative offices have 
been added to the building, Great caution is being exercised to 
avoid any change in the building's original architecture, 





JIENNA PHILHARMONIC SEASON, The Vienna Philharmonic will present 
éight concerts during the coming season, Four concerts will be con- 
ducted by Wilhelm Furtwaengler, three by Hans Knappertsbusch, and oue 
by the Swiss conductor, Volkmar Andreae, 
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WORKS BY iMODERN COMPOSERS TO BE PERFORMED, The music of Arnold Schoen- 
berg wili be featured in a series of programs devoted to the works of 
modern composers which will be given this season by the Concert House 
Society. Honegger and Hindemith are among the other outstanding com- 
posers whose works will be performed, 





HINDEMITi TO CONDUCT OWN WORK IN VIENNA, Paul Hindemith will conduct 
the first Luropean performance of his oratorio "When Lilacs Last in 

the Dooryard Bioomed" in Vienna this month, The renowned composer 
will also give a special series of lectures on music theory at the 
Vienna Academy of Music, Hindemith's lectures are part of an extensive 
program offered by the Acadeiny of Music. New courses on the Academy's 
schedule deal with chamber music and wind instrument ensembles, The 
Academy is especially interested in encouraging non-professional 


musicians, home performances of music being an important element in the 
Viennese cultural tradition, 














MUSIC FILMS BEING MADE IN AUSTRIA, The first of a series of operatic 
films, based on Mozart's Warriage of Figaro, will enter production as 
soon as shooting has been completed on the picture telling the story 
of Beethoven's Eroica, ‘the series of pictures featuring the Staats- 
oper company will be produced by London Films in conjunction with a 
new concern headed by Karl Hartl,. Scenes from the opera will be photo- 
graphed in color, while other sequences will be filmed in black and 
white, ‘the picture will be made in German and English versions sim- 
ultaneously, iiusic will be arranged by Gottfried Einem, 

Other films are being made in Salzburg by Ambassador Films, New 
York, in cooperation with the Columbia Broadcasting System, and by 
the Austrian film producers, Ae G. llvebler-Kahla & Co. The films made 
in Salzburg are designed to illustrate classical interpretations of 
musical masterworks for college classes, and will also be broadcast 
over American television stations, Ambassador will make a total of 
15 pictures in Austria and then will go to Milan to make another 15 
at La Scala, Production in Austria was begun with wWozartts Kleine 
lachtmusik, played by the Vienna Philhariionic under Joseph Krips,. 

The second picture was based on the same composer's Serenata Notturna, 
with Bernhard Paumgartner directing the Vienna Philharmonic, Other 
films feature Viennese waltzes, Ajbassador plans to make 12 shorts 
featuring renderings by the famous Vienna Loys Choir of works by 
Mozart and Schubert, and Austrian folk music. 

The Erma Film Corp., under Ernst arischka, will produce Bach's 
Passion According to St, Watthew as a movie, The music will be pro- 
vided by the Vienna Philharmonic, a choir and soloists under the 
Girection of Herbert Karajan. The photography will consist of views 
of famous paintings and sculptures from collections in Vienna, Paris, 
London, Rome and Wiesbaden, ‘The full-leiugth production will be pre- 
pared in German, English, French, Italian and Spanish versions. 


RESTORATION OF VIENIIA PARKS, The Department of Parks in Vienna has 
announced that repairs to 220 public paris and gardens during 1949 
will complete its program of restoring war-damaged parks, making 
Vienna once again "a city of trees and flowers". Some 350 000 square 
meters of park area that have been used as vegetable gardens will be 
returned to their pre-war state during 1949, One of the most serious 
obstacles faced by the Park Department is the removal of Cerman flak 
towers, The most direct method of demolishing these heavy structures 
would be by blasting, but this is forbidden within the city. 





RINGSTRASSE CHARM PROTECTED, Ordinances have been passed prohibiting 
the use of undesirable advertising signs and lights that were 
threatening to destroy the beauties of the Kingstrasse, one of Vienna's 
most noted architectural attractions, 





CELVYIC TEMPLE Il] EASTERN TYROL. Remnants of a Celtic temple built 
during the Koman period have been discovered just below the crest of 
the hill on which stands the XVth Century Church of St, Peter in 
Lavant, Eastern Tyrol, ‘The Office of Education for the Tyrol has 
retained Dr, Franz Miltner to supervise further excavations, so that 
the relics will be accessible to visitors, During the migration that 
followed the collapse of the Xoman Empire, the hill was used as a 
fortress, A tower, walls and a massive door have been found in good 
condition, 





AUSTRIAN GIRL ESTABLISHES JAVELIN ROCORD, Herma Bauma, Austrian track 
and field star, set a new world record for women on Sept. 14 when she 














AUSTRIAN INFORMATION-9 


nurled a javelin a cistance of 48.63 meters, Miss Bauma's record- 
breaking throw was made at a field meet for women between Austria 
and Czechoslovakia, Her previous mark was 48,21 meters, 


AUSTRIAN SKI INFORMATION, At the request of American winter sport 
enthusiasts, a new publication, AUSTRIAN WINTER SPORT NEWS, is being 
distributed by Mr. Rudolf F, Mattesich, Austrian State Tourist Depart- 
ment, 50 West 10 St., New York 11, Ne Ye. The information in the 
monthly bulletin is compiled on the spot by idr, Carl Krois, winter 
sport authovity. AUSTRIAN WINTER SPORT NEWS will cover news of all 
ice and snow sports, announcements of sport, social and cultural 
events, and reports on tne condition of trails, lifts, etc. Copies 
may be obtained from Mr, Mattesich, and special requests for in- 
formation may be addressed either to Mr, Mattesich or to Carl Krois, 
Editor in Chief, SKIIAUF IN OESTERREICH, Friedrichstrasse 7, 

Vienna I, 
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